
17 Sept 
1956 

these factors under consideration and hold my invitation over until next year, I 
am sure the pressure of events will have let up by that time, and I will be very 
happy to serve you. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLRb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 66. 

To Warren Olney I11 

17 September 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Olney replied to Kings letter on z October. 

Honorable Warren Olney I11 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Olney; 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter of September 7. We are 
very happy to know of your concern with alleged denials of the right to vote on 
the ground of race or color in the State of Alabama. Enclosed you will find ma- 
terial to give concrete proof of the assertion that Negro citizens of Alabama face 
insuperable difficulties in attempting to gain the ballot. You will find enclosed a 
survey of voting practices in the State of Alabama made by the Southern Regional 
CounciL2 This is the most authentic study that has been made in this area in the 
last few months. Also enclosed is a list of all of the counties in the State of Ala- 
bama de’signating the number of white voters and the number of Negro voters. 

I. See pp. 386-387 in this volume. 
2 .  King enclosed a report entitled “Registration of Negro Voters in Alabama in 1954,” written in 

1956 by James E. Pierce, research secretary of the Alabama State Coordinating Association for Regis 
tration and Voting in Birmingham and member of the MIA executive committee. Pierce recounted 
some of the difficulties encountered by African Americans while attempting to register and surveyed 
voter registration numbers for Alabama counties. The report was commissioned by the Southern Re- 
gional Council, an Atlanta-based interracial organization that sought to improve southern race rela- 
tions. It was the parent body of the Alabama Council on Human Relations and other state councils. 
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You will notice that in several counties there is not a single Negro voter. In most 
of these counties the Negroes outnumber the whites two or three to one. In one 
county, namely, Macon County, the officials of the state have absolutely refused 
to appoint a registration board simply because a number of Negroes sought to 
become registered voters. 

We would appreciate your looking into this matter immediately. It is my convic- 
tion that foremost among the civil rights of citizens in a Democracy is the right 
to participate in the government through free exercise of the franchise. If the 
Federal Government does not step in to assure this right, it will probably never 
be given. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLKb 

18 Sept 
1956 

enclosures 
cc: Honorable Herbert Brownell, U.S. Attorney 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 66A. 

Minutes of MIA 
Executive Board Meeting, by W. J. Powell 

18 September 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

These minutes, witten by MIA recording secretary W J Powell, report on a special 
meeting called to discuss conjidential information about an “anticipated or possible 
danger, ’”perhaps a thrent by the North Alabama White Citizens Council to disrupt the 
bus boycott. In the 21 September MIA newsletter editorJo Ann Robinson reported that a 
leader of that group had announced plans to come to Montgomery on 16 September to 
“divulge plans on how ‘they weregoing to break up the Negro bus  boycott. ”’She added 
that the engagement was “mystm‘ously cancelled. ” 

Minutes of special meeting of the Executive Board of the Montgomery Im- 
provement Association, Tuesday, September 18,1956. 

The meeting was called to order by the President at 11 : 00 A.M. Opening prayer 
was offered by the Rev. S. Sanders. 

Those present were: Dr. M. L. King, Jr., H. H. Johnson, Rev. J. W. Bonner, 
A. Sanders, H. J. Palmer, R. B. McCain, G. Franklin Lewis, R. W. Hilson, R.J. 
Glasco, W. J. Powell, Robert Graetz, White, R. B. Binion, R. D. Abernathy, Mrs. 
A. W. West, Mrs. Erna Dungee, Mr. P. E. Conely, Mrs. Jimmie Lowe, Attorney 
Charles Langford, Mrs. Jo Ann Robinson, Mr. Rufus Lewis. Several ministers, not 
members of the board were voted the privilege of staying in the meeting. 
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